
Ripping Music to Mp3 using Media Player


Before inserting a CD into the CD-rom drive – first choose TOOLS from the main menu.If you cannot find the TOOLS menu – first click SHOW CLASSIC MENUS on the layout icon in the top right corner.

Click OPTIONS on the TOOLS menu and the following screen will appear:
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Choose the RIP MUSIC tab and make sure the location is where you wish the files to be stored – this will usually be MY MUSIC. Check also that the Rip settings are set to MP3 and set the quality,then click OK.

Once this has been done- return to the RIP screen and click green ticks into the boxes of the tracks that you wish to rip. Then click the RIP MUSIC button in the bottom right corner and Media player will begin copying the CD to MP3 tracks.

Ripping Music to Mp3 using Media Player

If you wish to burn the MP3s to CD,merely use COPY and PASTE to transfer them to a writeable CD. This will create a list of temporary files which Windows XP/VISTA will allow you to burn directly to the CD.

If the MP3s are to be transferred to an MP3 player,use exactly the same method. The player will show up in the MY COMPUTER folder as an extra disk drive,then use copy and paste to move the MP3s that you want to the device.
If using Media Player to do the burn  then check out the BURN tab in the TOOLS menu first to adjust settings.

If files are copied and pasted to a CD they will remain in the format that they were,so if you transfer MP3s they will be the same format when on the CD. Some HI FI players may not play MP3s and if creating an audio disk for use with a HI FI it maybe better to create .WAV files instead.

Media Player should carry out the conversion to the correct format for you – check the settings of CONVERT on the BURN tab.

Downloading and Recording Music

It is possible though not recommended (as you maybe breaching copyright) to get tracks from the internet. If you can find a site that downloads tracks,they maybe able to be transferred using their own DOWNLOAD button,and may incur a charge.

However,it is possible to record audio straight from the internet as a .WAV and then convert it to .MP3 if necessary. For this you may need recording software such as COOLEDIT (which is a free download), GOLDWAVE or any software that records longer than the 60 seconds of MS Soundrecorder.

· To  do this, first,double click the speaker icon in the system tray. This will bring up the mixer controls. Click the OPTIONS menu item,and choose PROPERTIES.

· Click the RECORDING radio button.

· Click a green tick into the check box for STEREO MIX if it exists.

· Click OK and this will show the recording mixer.

· If your mixer has SELECT boxes tick the STEREO MIX box.

· If your mixer has MUTE boxes,tick everything apart from STEREO MIX.

Once this has been done,the volume of your recording is controlled by the MAIN and WAVE volume sliders on the volume mixer.Now any sound produced by your PC can be recorded by recording software.

Next, go to the site that produces the recording that you want,such as Youtube.com and find the track that you want.

Set the recording software to RECORD and adjust the volume so the sound does not clip and distort. When the sound ceases,press STOP on your software and SAVE the file to you’re MY MUSIC folder. If the software allows for saving as MP3 then do so, if required. If it does not allow for this then save as a .WAV file.

.WAV files can be converted to .MP3 by MS Soundrecorder which is on your XP/VISTA system under PROGRAMS/ACCESSORIES/ENTERTAINMENT.
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WAV created with COOLEDIT

Converting .WAV files to .MP3 using  SOUNDRECORDER

To convert a WAV file to MP3 follow these instructions:

· Find the WAV file you wish to convert.

· Right click on the file and choose OPEN WITH…SOUND RECORDER.

· If SOUND RECORDER is not on the list,choose BROWSE and find the program in the Windows folder.
[If you cannot do this,then find the program in the ENTERTAINMENT section of the TASK BAR and then load the file into the program using the OPEN menu selection.]

· Once the file is in SoundRecorder,choose PROPERTIES from the FILE menu.

· Click CONVERT NOW.

· Choose MPEG layer 3 from the FORMAT menu.

· Choose the quality setting from the ATTRIBUTES menu.

· Sound recorder will convert the file,and show a progress bar,when finished click OK.

· The Sound Recorder Wave screen should now be blank.

· Resave the file from the FILE menu item,using SAVE AS and edit the file name so that it reads FILENAME.mp3 instead of FILENAME.wav.
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Note that it is also possible to load the file as a WAV and choose SAVE AS from the FILE menu and click the CHANGE button in the FORMAT area of the SAVE dialogue, this achieves the same end and but converts the file as it is being saved. Remember to alter the filename extension to .mp3.
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